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of the interests of all the States of the Confedera-
tion is recognised by the Council of the Con-
federation as secured by the German Con-
sulates.
ii. MILITARY AFFAIRS OF THE EMPIRE.
LVIL Every German is liable to military
service, and cannot have that service performed
by substitute.
LVIIL The expenses and burdens of the
whole of the military affairs of the Empire
are to be borne equally by all of the States
of the Confederation and those belonging to
them, so that no preferences or overburdening
of any single State or class are in principle
admissible. Where an equal division of the
burdens is not practicable in natura without
prejudice to the public welfare, the matter is
to be arranged on the principles of equity by
means of legislation.
LIX. Every German capable of service be-
longs for seven years to the standing army, as
a rule from the completion of the twentieth
to the commencement of the twenty-eighth
year of his age; that is, for the first three of
these years with the colours and for the last
four years in the reserve; then for the following